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of 1918 he was assassinated by two men in the pay of the
carbonari. Portugal relapsed into a period of disorder,
a disorder that was aggravated by the Communist
agitation.

In May, 1926, just when the country was nearing the
last stages of political disintegration, the strong man arose.
Marshal Gomez da Costa, who had fought brilliantly in
Africa and on the French front, called on the army to
rally to his support and, in company with General
Carmona and General Cabecaola, set up a military tri-
umvirate and marched on Lisbon. In a few days they
gained control of the capital. They then issued a pro-
clamation declaring that the country was determined to
free itself from the tyranny of an irresponsible parliament
and was about to create a system of national representa-
tion in which its interests would be duly observed.

This military dictatorship succeeded in re-establishing
public order. For the rest its programme was at once
too brief and too vague. It failed to secure governmental
stability and proved unequal to arresting the financial
collapse, leaving the country, in the middle of 1928, with
no other course than an appeal to the League of Nations.
The latter agreed to grant a loan, but only on condition
that in future the whole of the finances of Portugal should
come under its control. The country indignantly re-
jected the idea of such a humiliation.

It was at this juncture that someone called to mind
Oliveira Salazar, an eminent, but retiring, Professor of
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